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Welcome to Isshinden Jinaicho of Tsu City!
I’ m today’ s navigator, OOQQO.

Nice to meet you all.

Now we’ re at Senjuji Temple.
Senjuji Temple belongs to one of the ten Jodo—Shinshu sects, and it
is the Honzan, the head temple of over 600 temples of the sect.

Local people call it Takada Honzan.

Those two big buildings over there, Nyoraido and Mieido, were
designated as the first National Treasure buildings in Mie Prefecture
on November 28th, 2017.

Mieido and Nyoraido are known as outstanding wooden buildings in
Japan, and they are both over 25 meters tall.

Mieido is the fifth largest wooden temple of the National Treasures in
Japan.

* TIPS

The largest one is the Great Buddha Hall of Todaiji Temple in
Nara. The next three are all in Kyoto. Except for those in Nara and
Kyoto, Senjuji Temple is the largest in Japan.

There are six National Treasures in Mie Prefecture, and four of
them are located at Senjuji Temple.

Contained within Mieido, Nyoraido, and the other buildings are the
books Saiho_shinansyo and Sanjo_wasan, which were written by
Saint Shinran’s own hand.

Here is some history about Senjuji Temple.

Senjuji Temple is in the Isshinden Jinaicho settlement in Tsu City.
Jinaicho means the self-governed
temples.

settlement surrounding the

Did you notice the moats around the settlement before coming here?

A long time ago, the people of Jinaicho built the moats to defend their
settlement.
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Isshinden Jinaicho is the only settlement in Japan that has almost
perfectly maintained the moats to look like they were when they were
first built.

Senjuji Temple is at the center of the settlement.

Senjuji Temple was built in the latter half of the 15th century.

However, all of the buildings burned down in the fires of 1580 and

1645.

After receiving a donation of lands from the Tsu Clan, Senjuji Temple

was built to the same scale you see now.

It spands about 90,000 square meters, which is about the size of two
Tokyo Dome Stadiums, 17 American football fields.

Mieido was first built in 1666. The main hall, Nyoraido, was built in

1748, which was about 80 years after Mieido was built.
Then, other buildings have gradually been built.

Now, let us show you the National Treasures, Nyoraido and Mieido!
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Before entering the National Treasures, let’ s follow the general steps
to rinse our hands and mouth.
Using this ladle, scoop some water from the water basin.

Pour the water over your left hand to rinse it.
Then, do the same for your right hand.
Make a cup with your left—hand palm, and pour some water in it.

Have your lips touch the water to rinse your mouth, then rinse your
left hand again.

Raise the ladle horizontally to rinse the handle with the remaining
water.

Put the ladle back in place.

Now, let’ s try.
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This is Nyoraido, the main hall of Senjuji Temple.
This hall was built in the Zen Architectural Style, which was
introduced from ancient China.

Please look up there.

It looks like a two story building because of the eaves called
“mokoshi” under the roof.

Nyoraido is one of the largest temples built in Zen Architectural Style,
which are still completely standing in Japan.
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Another distinct feature of this temple is its formation.

In general, the main halls are the largest buildings in the typical
Buddhist temple complexes.

However, the capacity of Nyoraido is only half the size of Mieido.

In order to maintain the dignity of the main hall, Nyoraido is designed
to be equally aligned with Mieido in height.

Because of this, you might not notice the gap between those two
adjacent buildings.

Please look between the upper-roof and the lower—part, “mokoshi.”
You can see the decorations that look like a white pattern.
Also, can you find the carvings at the tip?

From the top, there is a tapir, a dragon, and an elephant. There are
148 carvings in total.

Let us go up to the main hall.
Please take off your shoes here.
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One of the characteristics of Nyoraido is its well-proportioned
“kumimono”, or bracket complexes on the ceiling.

“Kumimono” is a combination of different types of wood on the tops
of the pillars, and it supports the heavy load of the eaves.

Please look carefully up at the ceiling.
Many pieces of wood are assembled over and over to support
Nyoraido’ s huge eaves.

[ would also like to mention the beautiful carvings here.

Do you see carvings of musical instruments all over, such as a flute, a
Japanese drum, and a shell trumpet?

The statue of a standing figure of Amida Buddha is showcased in
“Ku—den” in the center of Nyoraido. It is also designated as a National
Treasure, as it is a featured part of Nyoraido.

It is decorated down to the last detail with gold leaves. It is very
beautiful, isn’ t it?

Carved animals are also on the beam close to the ceiling.
There are many animals, such as a monkey, a horse, a tiger, and a

rabbit.
How many animals can you find?
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Now, let us move on to Mieido.
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As mentioned before, Senjuji-temple has more than 500 years of
history, so the National Treasures are not everything you can see
here. There are 11 buildings in the Senjuji area that are actually
designated as National Important Cultural Properties.

One of them is called Tsutenkyo, by which we have just walked.

Another is the Karamon Gate. It can be seen in front of Nyoraido. It
was once used as a gate for imperial messengers. Others include the
Sanmon Gate facing Nyoraido, the rest area Chajo, the Shoro Bell
Tower, and so on.

Well now, let’ s check the National Treasure, Mieido, from the outside.

Mieido is the oldest building at Senjuji Temple and also the fifth
largest National Treasure temple building in Japan.

The architecture is traditional Japanese style with a simple and quiet
outward appearance.

You can see the advanced technique in architecture and carvings of
the 17th century.

Of the characteristics of the building, the “kumimono” under the roof
should be mentioned. You can see the dragon sculptures on the top at
the end.

Now, let us check inside of Mieido.
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Please have a seat in this area.

First, could you please take a look over there?

The walls, ceiling, and pillars are decorated with gold and brilliant
colors, giving them a luxurious and magnificent look.

The seated statue of the Saint Shinran is enshrined in “Ku—den” in
the center of the hall. It’ s also designated as a National Treasure.

By the way, Nyoraido is the main hall of Senjuji temple. Everyone,
don’ t you notice something?
That’ s right. Mieido is much larger.

It has a floor space of 780 tatami mats, and the height from the floor
to the ceiling is about eight meters.
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The thick pillars go through the ceiling and this construction
technology is called “toshibashira.”

To create this large space, toshibashira pillars are not built at the
center of Mieido hall, but at the position which does not interrupt the
space.

This way, as many as 2,000 people can worship at a time.

This Mieido is where a Buddhist sermon is preached.
This is a place where you can listen to the teachings of Buddhism.

This is why Mieido has such a spacious room.

Well, that is all for now.
Thank you for joining the Senjuji Temple tour.

Here at Senjuji Temple, you can see lotus flowers bloom in the
summer, maple trees in autumn, and a blanket of snow covers the
ground in winter. You will find different images here from season to
season.

We are looking forward to seeing you again at Senjuji Temple.




